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The Monthly Newsletter of the Bethlehem Covenant Church  

   

When I was in junior high school all the ele-
mentary school kids were clamoring for their 
very own Cabbage Patch Kid.  Perhaps you 
remember their overlarge heads, their indi-
vidualized birth certificates and mothers fight-
ing with each other at helicopter drops to buy 
their kid ñthe best gift ever.ò  My mom was 
disappointed that I had no interest in them.  I 
was as susceptible to Christmas fads as any-
one else, but for perhaps the first time in my 
young life I did not want the must -have 
Christmas gift.  Donôt worry about my mom.  
A year after the fad had come and gone she 
bought her very own Cabbage Patch Kid for 
Christmas.   
 
The fads keep on coming.  One year it was 
Beanie Babies, cheap, collectible stuffed ani-
mals that mysteriously skyrocketed in value.  
Another year it was Tomogatchis, itty -bitty 
computer pets that you had to ñfeedò and 
ñclean-up afterò or the toy would ñdie.ò  Then 
there was the Furby, an ugly critter that pur-
ported to learn how speak back to your child.  
A decade ago it was the Tickle-Me-Elmo doll 
that had mothers knocking down store clerks 
and rioting in the stores.  I donôt know if 
Kewpie Dolls ever caused such a ruckus, but 
Christmas fads will never die.  Whatever the 
trendy toy is this year, Iôm sure Iôll read all 
about it on my kidsô Christmas lists. 
 
 

We keep on trying to buy the best gift ever 
and all we end up with is fad after forgettable 
fad.  Thatôs because the best gift ever is not 
something in a colorful box or wrapped up in 
a pretty bow.  You canôt possibly afford it, but 
it comes absolutely free.  Thereôs no need to 
exchange it.  It fits all sizes and styles.  No 
assembly required.  This is one Christmas gift 
thatôs built to last.  You donôt even need bat-
teries!  The best gift ever comes directly from 
God the Father: His Son Jesus Christ.  ñEvery 
good and perfect gift comes from God.ò  Eve-
rything else looks pretty shoddy in compari-
son.   
 
Youôve heard this reminder before so forgive 
me for writing it again.  Christmas doesnôt 
have to be the holiday of conspicuous con-
sumption.  Christmas can be different this 
year.  This just might be the Christmas when 
we remember that the greatest gift ever 
given descended from heaven to be born in a 
barn.  The poverty of the Baby Jesus and the 
incomprehensible sacrifice made by Christ 
should make us shudder at the rampant com-
mercialism of Christmas.  Gifts are fun, but 
letôs dig a little deeper than a millimeterôs 
worth of wrapping paper.  This year, may 
Christ the New Born King reign in your hearts 
and even in your pocketbooks.  Letôs ooh and 
ah over the gift that you donôt have to buy: 
Jesus Christ.   
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ñThe Best Gift Everò 
 
Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who 
does not change like the shifting shadows.ò   James 1:17 
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 AVAðAdvocacy for Victims of Abuse was created five 

years ago to help equip churches to minister to victims 

and to provide a safe sanctuary where they can experience 

the healing touch of Jesus.   

President Gary Walter, President of the Covenant, said it 

so well: 

ñThe pain of the world invades our homes and churches.  

AVA is a practical resource that opens eyes, gives hope, 

and helps us participate in Godôs redemptive healing.  I 

will be glad for the day when we donôt need AVA.  Until 

then, AVA deserves your support.ò 

 

Will you lend your support? 

In Him, 

Ruth Y. Hill, Executive Minister for AVA 

We have been asked to make a three year 

pledge to AVA.  If your heart is moved by this 

plea, you can make a check payable to Beth-

lehem and earmark the memo ñAVAò.  We will 

create an account to gather our contributions 

and forward them to Chicago by year end.  I 

would like to see Bethlehem FUND THIS EN-

DEAVOR GENEROUSLY during the month of 

December.   

Please participate as you are able.  

Pastoral Notes  

Congratulations to Laura and Nick Gundale  

at the birth of thier daughter, Brenna Christine. 

Brenna was was born on November 20th.  

Forrest and Beth Dahl are the proud grandpar-

ents.  Helen Staberg now has eleven great-

grandchildren! 

 

The following letter was received in our church 

office just as we are preparing our hearts for 

Advent.  Please consider these words, pray 

and act with purpose. 

 

This is a rich season in our year, full of traditions 

and the deepening of a familyôs heritage.  For 

many, however, it is the most painful time of year. 

 

Research shows that the abuse of women escalates 

during this time:  As the weather changes and peo-

ple wear warmer clothing, bruises are less visible.  

Hopes of a ñnormalò holiday are but dreams for 

many individuals. 

 

I prayed with a woman who came forward after my 

retreat message on Hagar this September.  This was 

the first time she had broken silence and spoke of 

being abused.  I saw her again five days later and 

her countenance was transformed!  There was hope 

in her eyes; her healing had already begun.  How 

many others in our churches are too afraid to break 

their silence? 

ñThey shall mount up with wings like eagles.ò  An Advent reading of Isaiah 40            

Sunday School: December 6, 13, and 20 at 9:30 a.m. Led by David Hawkinson  

Isaiahôs prophetic poetry is an essential part of the expectation and hope that is the centerpiece 

of Advent.  We will explore how he weaves together this masterpiece with threads of text and 

tradition from the Hebrew tradition and how this ancient song may renew our faith and life dur-

ing Advent.  
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From Mary Jones -Morris,  

A Word from the President 
 

The last month of the year.  Endings, beginnings.  
The birth of a baby who changed everything.  An-
gels lit the night sky and guided humble shepherds 
to the manger.  A star guided wise men to the city 
of Bethlehem.  A king felt threatened and did 
ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ Á×ÆÕÌȢ  %ÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÌÅÎÄÁÒ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄȣ
from BC to AD.   Jesus has been causing a commo-
tion from the very beginning.   The world was 
changed by the birth of that baby.  Even  today, we 
are trying to figure it all out.  We have a great guide 
book, but sometimes it seems vague.  Life would be 
so much simpler if we could wake up in the morn-
ing with our assignment for the day on a neat little 
×ÈÉÔÅ ÂÏÁÒÄȢ  %ÖÅÎ ÉÆ ×Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ 
we would at least be sure of what God wanted us to 
do. 

 

*ÁÙ 0ÈÅÌÁÎȭÓ ÐÁÇÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ #ÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎ ÁÄȤ
dresses the inefficiency of the gospel.  He looks at 
the story of the lost sheep from two very different 
perspectives.  It is an excellent article.  If you have-
ÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÄ ÉÔ ÙÅÔȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÆÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇȢ  (Å 
compares the kingdom of God to an agrarian 
ÍÏÄÅÌȣȢÎÏÔ ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÎÙ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÐÅÒÉÓÈȢ  %ÖÅÒÙ 
ȰÓÐÁÒÒÏ×ȱ ÉÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍȢ  !Ô ÔÈÅ ÖÅÒÙ 
ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅȟ 0ÈÅÌÁÎ ×ÒÉÔÅÓȟ ȱ7Å ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ 
lost sheep.  We wait for the Great Shepherd.  And 
the church today represents, stands in for, that 
Great Shepherd.  The church speaks for, acts for, 
and loves the least, the lost, and the losers.  The 
church is the very presence of the crucified and 
ÒÉÓÅÎ ,ÏÒÄȢȱ 

 

We are all blessed with various talents and skills 
and abilities.  They are all good, when used as God 
would have them used.  We are different parts of 
the same body.  My prayer for Bethlehem is that 
our actions and words will reflect the presence of 
our crucified and risen Lord to everyone we meet.   

 

Wishing all my 

Bethlehem 

friends a very 

joyful Christ-

mas season! 

 

I am so thankful for what Bethlehem 

means to me and my family.  I am also 

thankful for two great -granddaughters 

born in 2009. 

My thanks to Pastor Ryan for his visits; I 

am glad he and his family are at Bethle-

hem. 

A blessed Christmas to all, 

Esther Nosco 

 

Calendar Notes 

Commissions and Church Council on 

Thursday, December 10 

 

Longfellow Messenger articles are due  

Friday, December 11 

 

January STAR articles are due  

Wednesday, December 16 

 

No Wonderful Wednesday meals 

December 23 or 30 

 

No Rip ón Roll meeting in December 
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December Birthdays IS YOUR NAME HERE?  

 

Nursery and Childrenôs Church 

Dec. 6  9:30am The Christiansens  

                     10:30am The Howlands  

  Communion ðno Childrenôs Church 

Dec. 13   9:30am Marge Ramgren, Ruth Dahlgren  

          10:30am The Larsons  

  Childrenôs ChurchðThe Jacotts  

Dec. 20 9:30am The Heisers  

  10:30am The Isaacs  

  No Childrenôs Church (Christmas Program) 

Dec. 27 No Sunday School  

  10:30am Anne Malachway and Madison  

 

Refreshments after Worship  

December 6   Mary Ann Smith  

December 13 Deb Shold  

December 20 Ann Swanson  

December 27 Juli Swanson  

 

Scripture Readers  

December 6   A volunteer is needed  

December 13  Marge Ramgren  

December 20 Clyde Lund  

December 27  A volunteer is needed  

 

Ushers  

Peter Koontz (Lead), Pat Koontz,  

Phil Johnson, Kaarina Kotkavuori  

 

Greeters:   

(West) Sylvia Bacon; (South) George Larson  

Exit Greeters  

December 6   Charlotte Sjoberg, Betty Hall  

December 13 Grace Bergstrom, Becky Anderson  

December 20  not assigned  

December 27 Ann Malachway, Linnea Forsell  

1 Ron Monson 

3 Joanne Hansen 

4          Arne Christiansen 

            Gretchen Dahl 

5 Deanna Carlson 

6 Vanjie Bratt 

7           Dave Boucher  

8  Jim Frykman 

10  Carol Cooksley                  

11 Philip Stenberg 

13 Jim Clausen 

14 Gordon Andersson 

17          Kevin Frolen 

18 Charlotte Sjoberg          

21 Meta Swanson 

            Eleanor Fong 

22 Debra Brinkman 

 Bert Schipper         

24 David Martinson 

26 Julie Dahl Doran 

 Lindsay Johnson 

27 Vanessa Johnson 

28 Dana Johnson 

 Charlie Sokolski 

29 Mary Quinn  

30 Jeni Bergstrom 

 Peter Kerl 

31 Jim Nelson          
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Kariõs Korner 
 

 

 

 

ñThou  Didsôt Leave Thy Throneò 

ñThou did leave thy throne and thy kingly crown, when thou came to earth for me. But in 
Bethlehemôs home there was found no room for thy holy nativity. Heavenôs arches rang 
when the angels sang, proclaiming thy royal degree, but in lowly birth did thou come to 
earth, and in great humility. O Come to my heart Lord Jesus, there is room in my heart for 
me.ò 

 

This is the title of a hymn written by Emily E.S. Elliott, who lived from 1836 to 1897. She 
wrote this hymn as a way to teach children the story and theology of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, the Savior of the World. As we approach the season of Christmas, I want to en-
courage you to teach your children about why, how and when we celebrate Christmas. I 
am aware as my children attend public  school, that they do not celebrate Christmas at 
school. I donôt even think Margretôs class is having a óHoliday Party.ô We are again being 
bombarded with ads and commercials, warning us to hurry-up, shop, and bakeð thereôs 
only a  month before Christmas! Our family watched the movie óJingle All the Wayô this 
past week-end. Arnold Schwarzeneger is the dad who is always breaking his promises to 
his son, and not showing up. The movie is very funny, but sad too, as the meaning of 
Christmas is obscured in the Fatherôs attempts to win back his sonôs love and trust, by get-
ting the perfect toy. Thank God we donôt have to do this, to celebrate the gift of Christmasï 
Godôs perfect gift to us in Jesus Christ, saving, forgiving and redeeming us. I love the end 
chorus of this hymn tooï It is my prayer for us for each day, and for everyone: O Come to 
my heart LORD Jesus, there is room in my heart for you. 

 

Rock Solid Kidôs Club: December 2, 9, 16. 6:15-7:15, for Pre Schoolersï 5th grade.  

Loved By Jesusï Bible Story of the Crippled Man and a Miracle, Acts 14:8-20 

ñEvery Day I Can See evidence of Godôs love for me.ò Memory Verse: Neither heigh nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God that 
is in Christ Jesus our LORD.ò Romans 8:39  

* Ask your children if they can tell you the verses they are learning in live commercials by 
Helen and Hannah each Wednesday! :) Thanks to my 6th grade helpers Hannah, Helen 
and Will too! 

 

Service Project Night for Families ï Making Advent Wreaths, tie blankets for the Naomi 
Family Shelter (for homeless women and children) and little ornaments to sell/give.  

 

óJesus Light of the World ô Christmas Program info: Rehearsals are during Sunday 
School the first two Sundays of December, and then December 19th, 10am-noon. Children 
ages Preschool through high school have opportunities to narrate, dress up! And sing. :) If 
you are interested, please contact Kari Jacott, jacott@bethlehemcov.org, or Cindy 
Bergstrom acbergstrom@earthlink.net.  
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Bethlehem Covenant Church 

Banana Bread 

Outreach Day 

Saturday, December 19th, 2009 
 

 

Come and volunteer  

to help show the true Christmas Spirit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may sign up for either Shift One or Shift Two 

Please come to help and have fun 

And to share the name of Jesus 
 

Any questions or to sign up 

Contact Dan Jacott at dwjacott@juno.com 

Shift One:  

9:00 a.m. to Noon ɂ Help bake the bread  

Shift Two:  

Noon to 4:30 p.m. ɂ Help deliver to the neighborhood.  
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Properties Report 

In recent weeks the church has received a 

ÎÅ× ÌÏÏËȢ  4ÈÅ ÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÅÓÔÒÏÏÍÓȟ &ÅÌÌÏ×Ȥ

ship Hall, child care room, hallways, 

sanctuary and choir room have been 

painted, cleaned, repaired, or redeco-

rated. 

 

The work was accomplished by a big crew 

of helpers:  Becky Anderson, Kyle Cross, 

Carol Epp, Marilyn and Ted Erickson, 

Bennie Frykman, Howard Hinseth,  Dale 

Hokanson, Cheryl Hunstock, Rhonda 

Isaacs, Kari Jacott, Jim Johnson, Pat and 

Peter Koontz, George Larson, Nancy 

Lindquist, Clyde Lund, Theresa Lund, 

Bob Merriam, Pastor Ryan E-B, Marge 

Ramgren, David RydingChris and Talia 

Simon, Lowery and Mary Ann Smith, Ann 

and Dave Swanson. 

ALERT  

Tuesday mornings are the designated 

time when church repairs and mainte-

nance is accomplished.  If and when 

you have time, join this group ɂ men 

and women!  

IT WAS A TITHE 

It occurred to me that parishioners at Bethlehem 

might like to know what prompted the gift of a piano 

ÔÏ "ÅÔÈÌÅÈÅÍȢ  &ÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ %Ì×ÏÏÄȭÓ ÄÅÁÔÈȟ ) ×ÁÓ ÏÖÅÒȤ

whelmed with gratitude for the graciousness of God in  

allowing me to stay well and strong while taking care 

ÏÆ %Ì×ÏÏÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÈÉÓ 0ÁÒËÉÎÓÏÎȭÓ ÏÒÄÅÁÌȢ  (ÉÓ ÍÅÍÏȤ

rial fund money went toward the elevator purchase; 

he had been lifted and carried in his wheelchair by the 

good men of Bethlehem into the sanctuary or base-

ment in his last years. 

When our house was sold, the purchase of the piano 

was an exact tithe of the sale.  This was the means I 

had to purchase the Yamaha pianoɂwhich daughter 

Karen had long hoped for at Bethlehem.  The old pi-

ano had been worked on but not rebuilt and was 

never very good.  This was a need which I could now 

fulfill, and a gift from both Elwood and me to Bethle-

hem. 

It was also at the time pledges were being taken for the addition to Bethlehem, which included the Com-

munity Room.  After talking to pledge drive chair, Lowery Smith, the gift of the piano was acceptable in 

lieu of a pledge. 

I am truly grateful for the meaningful service of dedication and presentation of the piano which is now in 

ÉÔȭÓ ÔÅÎÔÈ ÙÅÁÒȢ  -Ù ÄÅÅÐÅÓÔ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ 2ÙÁÎ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÓ ÉÎÓÉÇÈÔ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐȟ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅØÑÕÉÓÉÔÅ ÓÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÏÆ *Ï 

Anne Taylor,  the masterful accompaniment of Bruce Taylor and to my teacher, Rick Stanton (of the 

MacPhail School of Music) for his beautiful piano performance.  I am glad that I got to play too. 

Thanks be to God!    Eunice L. Milbrath 

΄4ÈÅ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÈÅÌÄ ÉÎ "ÅÔÈÌÅÈÅÍȭÓ 3ÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÏÎ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ Ϋίȟ άΪΪγȢ΄ 

We continue to accept 2010 pledge cards.  The  forms are on the counter in the church office.  
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DID YOU KNOW... 

That we have a complete church calendar 

online ?  Ed Spohr recommended that we utilize 

the free Google calendar  which is now linked to 

Bethlehemôs website.  We have ñoutgrownò the 

calendar program that had been our format for the 

past ten years.  The last time it was used, the print 

needed to be illegibly tiny in order to fit both the 

times and events with no location data included.  

The Google calendar has the capacity to include 

100% of the pertinent information for each event.  

The Administration Commission thought that the 

publication of the complete calendar (a 4 page 

document) in each monthly STAR is not a good 

use of our print resources.  Upcoming events con-

tinue to be announced prior to worship and are 

noted in the weekly bulletin as well.  Call the 

church office if you need information and do not 

have internet access.  Jan and Bennie are glad to 

help.   

That the Bethlehem Loaves and Fishes crew has 

been tagged on the website walktoendhunger.org.    

Look carefullyðfamiliar faces are in the photo. 

That Ann Swanson searched the archives and 

has verified that the first Lucia Fest ever held at 

Bethlehem Covenant Church was in 1960.  This 

means that December 12th marks our 50th des-

ignated Lucia celebration day!    At last yearôs 

performance, it was noted that the choirs had 

never been recorded singing the beautiful, tradi-

tional Lucia music.  The adult choir is directed by 

Paul Isaacs; Anne Malachway directs the Tomte 

choir.  Jim Clausen has agreed to record the 

singers; Jo Anne Taylor and Melanie Lundheim 

are working behind the scenes on the details of 

the project and we are preparing to record the 

music at the 8:15 performance on Dec. 12. 

You may pre-order a copy in the church office.  

The cost to prepare (and therefore to purchase) 

has yet to be determined.  It is a big jobðthanks 

to everyone who is helping to make this happen. 

THE SWEDISH CHRISTMAS EXPERIENCE CONTINUES  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH  at 3:30 P.M. ~ BETHLEHEM COVENANT CHURCH  

  

The Svenskarnasdag Girls Choir will be presenting their annual Christmas Concert and Lucia 

Pageant.  Come and listen to the current girls perform the songs you know and love. 

The program features Swedish and American carols, hymns and folksongs of the Christmas 

season.  The concert closes with an authentic candlelight Lucia program.  Tickets are $10 for 

adults; $5 for children 12 and under ($30 family maximum) and can be purchased at the door. 

Join us for a òminió Smºrg¬sbord, Lucia Buns, and Christmas Cookies immediately following 

the concert.  Swedish imports and baked goods will be available for purchase before and after 

the concert.  Choir CDõs are also available.  We invite you to come and experience the sights 

and sounds, smells and tastes of the Swedish heritage!   
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The 2009 Lucia Committee   
Boutique    Carla Monson  

Dining Room    Deb Shold  

Kitchen    Mary Jones-Morris  

    Mary Ann Smith  

Program    Charlotte Sjoberg  

Publicity    Phyllis Lundin  

Tickets    Linda Merriam  

 

Help Needed for Lucia Day  
A sign-up sheet on the table in the atrium awaits 
your name and your choice of a designated jobɂin 
the gift room, the kitchen or the dining room.  Men, 
women, Junior and Senior High students all are 
needed!  Choose a time slot between 7 a.m. and 1 
p.m.  Volunteers for the 12-1 p.m. clean-up are espe-
cially appreciated.  We are all tired at that point and 
many hands make for quick work.   

 

        Lucia Singers  
The second rehearsal is scheduled  

For Tuesday, December 8 at 7 p.m.  

 

Decorative Items   
Scandinavian (or otherwise suitable) tablecloths, 
runners, squares, wall hangings, candleholders and 
center-piece items should be brought to Fellowship 
Hall by 9 a.m. on Friday. 

 

Gift Room Items   
Artisans should bring their crafts, priced and labeled 
with consignee number, to the Community Room by  
γ ÁȢÍȢ &ÒÉÄÁÙȢ  &ÏÏÄ ÉÔÅÍÓȟ ÄÏÎÁÔÅÄ ÃÒÁÆÔÓ ÁÎÄ ȰÏÌÄÅÒ 
ÔÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÓȱ ÍÁÙ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÈÅÎ ÏÒ ÔÈÅÙ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ 
left in the office prior to 
that, labeled for Carla 
Monson. 

 

$ÏÎȭÔ &ÏÒÇÅÔ 
In keeping with the spirit 
of Lucia...please note on 
your ticket the request for 
a non-perishable item for the food shelf.  These will 
be collected at the door on Lucia morning. 

 

 

Lucia Fest  

Saturday, Dec. 12 

Come 

Celebrate  

With Us!  

)ÔȭÓ ,ÕÃÉÁ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÇÁÉÎȦ  )Î ×ÈÉÃÈ 3×ÅÄÉÓÈ ÐÒÏÖÉÎÃÅ ÏÒ 

city will you celebrate Lucia this year?  Have you 

noticed the name on your ticket? 

Your hostess will want to know where to seat you 

so keep your ticket with you until you are seated at 

ÙÏÕÒ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÔÁÂÌÅȢ  /ÕÒ ȰÃÁÌÌÅÒÓȱ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÍÉÎÄ ÙÏÕ 

when it is time to go to Fellowship Hall.  You may 

go down either stairway near the back of the sanc-

tuary.  Until called for your seating, you may wait in 

the Boutique, the Narthex or the Sanctuary. 

 

We need 200 dozen cookies!  

That sounds like a lot but nearly 600 people walk 

through our doors on Lucia, counting our guests, 

program participants and all our workers.  If there 

are any extras, they will be sold in the Gift Room 

Set-Up Volunteers Needed                                      

Friday, December 11th   

At 9 a.m. we will begin to decorate Fellowship Hall 

and the Community Room in our Lucia tradition.  

Come and experience the transformation with us!  

Sign-up sheets are on the table in the atriumɂmen 

and women are needed. 

Snip Candy   

Make the sweets on Tuesday, Dec. 1st at 7 p.m.        

Join Charlotte Sjoberg in the kitchen  
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BETHLEHEM CHILD CARE CENTER 

www.bethlehemkids.org 

612-721-2290 

Emailɂbethlehemchildcare@yahoo.com 

 

 

Thankful for giggles, twinkles in eyes, smiles half hidden behind a mitten and rosy red 
cheeks bursting out from under the warm hats.  Thankful for children who love to run 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÙÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÁÇȟ ËÉÃËÉÎÇ ÓÏÃÃÅÒ ÂÁÌÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÏÕÔȟ Ȱ-ÒȢ &ÏØȟ -ÒȢ 
&ÏØȟ 7ÈÁÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÉÓ ÉÔȩȱ  4ÈÁÎËÆÕÌ ÆÏÒ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÁÎÄÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ×ÈÏ ÓÐÅÎÄ ÔÉÍÅ ÓÎÕÇÇÌÉÎÇ 
with children, setting up toys to small for their fingers, imagining stuffed animals have 
come to life, reading stories over and over, and taking time to make healthy lunches day 
after day.  Thankful for families who take time off of work to stay home with their chil-
dren who are not feeling well or are running fevers and cannot come to school.  Thankful 
for Bethlehem Covenant Church for being committed to supporting our center and pray-
ing for our families.  Thankful for our staff and their commitment to great lessons that 
engage the children. 

 

This year we will again join the church families in preparing Operation Christmas Child 
boxes to donate.  The families from BCCC have donated many items for us to pack and 
the children are looking forward to beginning the process with their classmates.  Besides 
packing the boxes we are looking forward to decorating the rooms with Christmas and 
winter crafts as well as using the opportunity to share more of the facts surrounding Je-
ÓÕÓȭ ÂÉÒÔÈÄÁÙȢ 

 

The Beginner and Pre-K children are beginning preparations for their Christmas Pro-
gram, to be held in the sanctuary December 17 at 7:00 p.m. It is lovely to hear the voices 
drifting down the hallway to the office carrying the familiar Christmas tunes.  You are 
×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÓÏÍÅ Ȱ(ÁÐÐÙ "ÉÒÔÈÄÁÙ *ÅÓÕÓȱ ÃÁËÅ ÁÆÔÅÒȤ
wards. 

 

May each of you have an abundance of peace and joy in your hearts! 

 

Jill and the BCCC Staff 
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LOAVES AND FISHES KITCHEN PROJECT   

Loaves and Fishes and River of Life church are undergoing a campaign to raise money for a 

kitchen renovation  project.  For those of you that have been to the church to volunteer re-

cently, you know that this is long overdue (and the Health Department thinks so too)!The cur-

rent kitchen is original, dating back to 1929. 

River of Life Church is home to the only Loaves and Fishes serving site in North Minneapolis 

and has been serving meals there since 1983.  It is also home to the Broadway Culinary Arts 

School (vocational training for teen mothers) and is a wedding and events center for the West 

African community in the north metro area.  

The pastor recently sent out a letter with some creative ways to financially partner with them 

to raise money for this project.  They have created an alternative-giving catalog for the coming 

Christmas season and have encouraged us to prayerfully consider how we as a congregation 

can help them with this project, ultimately in service to those living with hunger in North 

Minneapolis. 

(ÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÇÉÆÔÓȢ  !Ó ÙÏÕ ÍÁËÅ ÙÏÕÒ Ȱ×ÉÓÈ ÌÉÓÔȱ ÔÈÉÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 

season, consider asking your loved ones to make a special donation in your honor for this min-

istry. 

$10 (Retiling the floor)  

Common ground :  When serving from the kitchen, volunteers at Loaves and Fishes meet those 

with life experiences that differ from their own.  -ÁÙÂÅ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÎÏÔ ×ÁÌËÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÓÈÏÅÓ 

exactly, but you are walking on the same floor tiles.  This gift acknowledges the meaningful 

work of many volunteers through donations to replace the old and broken tiles underfoot. 

$35 (New shelving) 

 On the shelf:  Prevent hunger and fight despair in people who have lost jobs or have trouble mak-

ing ends meet between paychecks.  This gift contributes to shelving for pots and pans, showing 

peopleɂ×ÈÏÓÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÏÆÔÅÎ ȰÐÕÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÅÌÆȱ ÁÎÄ ÉÇÎÏÒÅÄɂthat they matter.  

A copy of the letter from the pastor of River of Life is posted near the mailboxes for you to re-

view. 

If you choose to make a donation, you can write a check To Bethlehem Covenant and put 

Ȱ,ÏÁÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ &ÉÓÈÅÓ +ÉÔÃÈÅÎȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÍÏ ÌÉÎÅȢ 

If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Jenny Hokanson, Loaves and Fishes Coordinator 
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7ÈÁÔȣ       Christmas Caroling to shut-ins 

7ÈÅÒÅȣ     Gather at Bethlehem  

                     (Return to the church for a light meal.) 

7ÈÅÎȣ      Sunday, December 20 at 4 p.m. 

PLEASE R.S.V.P. by Wednesday, December 16 if you 

plan to come.  We will need a count to determine the 

groupings and the amount of food to prepare.  Call 

the church office or turn in the tear -off portion of 

the bulletin insert.  

AN ADVENT OBSERVANCE 

The 2009-2010 Advent Devotional has been 

successfully completed but it could not 

have happened without the help of many 

dedicated and industrious participants.  I 

want to express a huge thank you to every-

one who participated, be it in writing one 

of the daily entries, contributing artwork, 

running off the 175 copies, collating and 

finally stapling the booklet together.  Each 

year I am grateful for the willingness of 

many adults and children who make this 

collaborative effort so successful and such 

a meaningful part of our personal worship 

throughout the season of Advent.   

Again this year I especially want to thank 

Maddie Howland for her beautiful drawing 

used on the cover design.  I also want to 

thank Bennie and Jan in the church office 

for ordering the supplies and helping to 

run off the copies.  And lastly, I want to 

thank the assembly crew for giving their 

time to collate and staple.  This group in-

cludes:  Cindy Bergstrom, Bev and Howard 

Hinseth, Mary Jones-Morris, Marge Ram-

gren, Juli Swanson and Jo Anne Taylor. 

LUCIA BAKE SALE    

Hungry for some delicious Christmas 

treats?  Homemade treats are in high de-

mand:  breads, cookies, candy, lefse, krum-

kaka, rosettes and other items to please the 

palate are needed in quantity.   

If you are able to contribute, please bring 

your baked goods to church, labeled and 

ready for sale, by Friday morning, December 11th.   

We have a cadre of serious cooks here at Bethlehem and they are all greatly 

appreciatedɂespecially during the Christmas season.  This is your official in-

vitation to show off!  We are all sincerely grateful for your talents. 

) ÐÒÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 

edition will be a bless-

ing to all who read it 

and savor the richness 

ÏÆ ÅÁÃÈ ×ÒÉÔÅÒȭÓ ÉÎȤ

sights from the daily 

texts which inter-

twine to point us 

from darkness to 

Light and the promise 

of Hope fulfilled.  

Deb Shold on behalf 

of the Celebration 

Commission 


