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NThe Best Gi ft Ever o

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who
does not change [ i kelJdamé&sd:llshi fting shadows. o

When | was in junior high school all the ele-  We keep on trying to buy the best gift ever
mentary school kids were clamoring for their and all we end up with is fad after forgettable

very own Cabbage Patch Kid. Perhapsyou f ad. That 6s because the
remember their overlarge heads, their indi- something in a colorful box or wrapped up in
vidualized birth certificates and mothersfight- a pr et ty bow. You canodt

ing with each other at helicopter dropstobuy it comes absolutely free
their kid Athe best gexthangeity kfits.albsizes Bhd stytes.nNow a s

disappointed that | had no interest in them. | assembly required. This is one Christmas gift

was as susceptible to Christmas fadsasany- t hat 6s built to | ast. Y
one else, but for perhaps the first time in my  teries! The best gift ever comes directly from

young life | did not want the must -have God the Father: Hi s Son
Christmas gi ft. Donégowdragdapeutemy qoimmt <co

A year after the fad had come and gone she  rything else looks pretty shoddy in compari-
bought her very own Cabbage Patch Kid for  son.
Christmas.

Youbve heard this remind
The fads keep on coming. One year it was me for writing it again.
Beanie Babies, cheap, collectible stuffed ani- have to be the holiday of conspicuous con-
mals that mysteriously skyrocketed in value. sumption. Christmas can be different this
Another year it was Tomogatchis, itty -bitty year. This just might be the Christmas when
computer pets that vy owerémedbertthatthe freatest gift eaen d
Afcl-eanaftero or the t gwndessanded  froi Heaven t@be bofnhinean
there was the Furby, an ugly critter that pur-  barn. The poverty of the Baby Jesus and the
ported to learn how speak back to your child. incomprehensible sacrifice made by Christ
A decade ago it was the Tickle-Me-Elmo doll  should make us shudder at the rampant com-
that had mothers knocking down store clerks mercialism of Christmas. Gifts are fun, but
and rioting in the stbeteés digdanbitkhewdeépe
Kewpie Dolls ever caused such a ruckus, but worth of wrapping paper. This year, may
Christmas fads will never die. Whatever the Christ the New Born King reign in your hearts
trendy toy is this yeand ¢é¢vensuneyoodofl|l poekdth
about it on my kidso6é &€hrogsémashéigthbt that yo

Jesus Christ.

from Pastor Eikenbary-Barber
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Pastoral Notes

Congratulations to Laura and Nick Gundale
at the birth of thier daughter, Brenna Christine.

AVA S Advocacy for Victims of Abusewas created five
years ago to help equip churches to minister to victims

and to provide a safe sanctuary where they can experience
the healing touch of Jesus.

Brenna was was born on November 20th. _ _ o
Forrest and Beth Dahl are the proud grandpar- President Gary Walter, President of the Covenant, said it

ents. Helen Staberg now has eleven great- so well:

grandchildren!

The following letter was received in our church
office just as we are preparing our hearts for

AThe pain of the world inv:
AVA is a practical resource that opens eyes, gives hope,
and helps us participate i1
will be glad for the day wl
then, AVA deserves your suj

Advent. Please consider these words, pray
and act with purpose.

Will you lend your support?

This is a rich season in our year, full of traditions In Him,

and the deepening of a famil guhs.HleEkecutive Bikister for APA
many, however, it is the most painful time of year.

We have been asked to make a three year
pledge to AVA. If your heart is moved by this

Research shows that the abuse of women escalates  plea, you can make a check payable to Beth-
during this time: As the weather changes and peo- |l ehem and earmar k the memo
ple wear warmer clothing, bruises are less visible. create an account to gather our contributions

Hopes of
many individuals.

a fAnor mal 0 hol i daad/forvardehenbtol Chicadys by pearendf 10 1
would like to see Bethlehem FUND THIS EN-
DEAVOR GENEROUSLY during the month of
December.

| prayed with a woman who came forward after my

retreat message on Hagar this September. This was Please participate as you are able.
the first time she had broken silence and spoke of

being abused. | saw her again five days later and

her countenance was transformed! There was hope

in her eyes; her healing had already begun. How

many others in our churches are too afraid to break

their silence?

AThey

shall mount up with wings |ike eagl es.

Sunday School: December 6, 13, and 20 at 9:30 a.m. Led by David Hawkinson

| sai ah6és prophetic poetry is an essenti al part
of Advent. We will explore how he weaves together this masterpiece with threads of text and

tradition from the Hebrew tradition and how this ancient song may renew our faith and life dur-

ing Advent.




From Mary Jones -Morris,
A Word from the President

The last month of the year. Endings, beginnings.
The birth of a baby who changed everything. An-
gels lit the night sky and guided humble shepherds
to the manger. A star guided wise men to the city
of Bethlehem. A king felt threatened and did

Ol i AOEET ¢ Ax £0I 8 %OAI1
from BC to AD. Jesus has been causing a commaq
tion from the very beginning. The world was
changed by the birth of that baby. Even today, we
are trying to figure it all out. We have a great guide
book, but sometimes it seems vague. Life would b¢
so much simpler if we could wake up in the morn-
ing with our assignment for the day on a neat little
xEEOA AT AOAS OAT EA&E x

we would at least be sure of what God wanted us to

do.

*AU OEAI AT80 PACA ET OE
dresses the inefficiency of the gospel. He looks at
the story of the lost sheep from two very different
perspectives. It is an excellent article. If you have-
160 OAAA EO UAOh EO EO
compares the kingdom of God to an agrarian

iTAA1I 88110 xEI1TET ¢ OEAQ A

OOPAOOI x6 EO EI BT OOAT O

s N oA 2 o~

ATA 1T £ OEA AOOEAI Ah O0EAI

lost sheep. We wait for the Great Shepherd. And
the church today represents, stands in for, that
Great Shepherd. The church speaks for, acts for,
and loves the least, the lost, and the losers. The
church is the very presence of the crucified and
OEOAT , 1 OA80

We are all blessed with various talents and skills
and abilities. They are all good, when used as God
would have them used. We are different parts of
the same body. My prayer for Bethlehem is that
our actions and words will reflect the presence of
our crucified and risen Lord to everyone we meet.

D

Wishing all my
Bethlehem ¢
friends a very
joyful Christ-

(@ ¢

¥
mas season! ‘ \ \
S N8

O E Al andsh thénkful faravhafBeihiEherd A 8
means to me and my family. | am also
thankful for two great -granddaughters

born in 2009.

My thanks to Pastor Ryan for his visits; |
am glad he and his family are at Bethle-

A blessed Christmas to all,

Esther Nosco

.1 OAT AAO #1101 PATETI

Calendar Notes
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Friday, December 11

January STAR articles are due

Wednesday, December 16

No Wonderful Wednesday meals

December 23 or 30

No Rip 6n Rol |l

ting



22

24
26

27
28

29
30

31

December Birthday

Ron Monson
Joanne Hansen
Arne Christiansen
Gretchen Dahl
Deanna Carlson
Vanjie Bratt

Dave Boucher
Jim Frykman
Carol Cooksley
Philip Stenberg
Jim Clausen
Gordon Andersson

Kevin Frolen
Charlotte Sjoberg
Meta Swanson
Eleanor Fong
Debra Brinkman
Bert Schipper
David Martinson
Julie Dahl Doran
Lindsay Johnson
Vanessa Johnson
Dana Johnson
Charlie Sokolski
Mary Quinn
Jeni Bergstrom
Peter Kerl

Jim Nelson

B PrPY NEwW 1eq I

S IS YOUR NAME HERE?

Nursery and Childrends Chur
Dec. 6 9:30am The Christiansens
10:30am The Howlands
Communiondno Chil drenods
Dec. 13 9:30am Marge Ramgren, Ruth Dahlgren
10:30am The Larsons
Chil dr en6&Th€Jaaottsc h
Dec. 20 9:30am The Heisers
10:30am The Isaacs
No Childrenés Church
Dec. 27 No Sunday School

10:30am Anne Malachway and Madison

Refreshments after Worship
December 6 Mary Ann Smith
December 13 Deb Shold
December 20 Ann Swanson
December 27 Juli Swanson

Scripture Readers

December 6 A volunteer is needed
December 13 Marge Ramgren
December 20 Clyde Lund
December 27 A volunteer is needed

Ushers
Peter Koontz (Lead), Pat Koontz,
Phil Johnson, Kaarina Kotkavuori

Greeters:

(West) Sylvia Bacon; (South) George Larson
Exit Greeters

December 6 Charlotte Sjoberg, Betty Hall
December 13 Grace Bergstrom, Becky Anderson
December 20 not assigned

December 27 Ann Malachway, Linnea Forsell
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Kari 0s Kor ner

fir h o u Di dsd6t Letave Thy Throne

AThou did | eave thy throne and thy kingly crown
Bet hl ehemds home there was found no room for th
when the angels sang, proclaiming thy royal degree, but in lowly birth did thou come to

earth, and in great humility. O Come to my heart Lord Jesus, there is room in my heart for

me . O

This is the title of a hymn written by Emily E.S. Elliott, who lived from 1836 to 1897. She
wrote this hymn as a way to teach children the story and theology of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God, the Savior of the World. As we approach the season of Christmas, | want to en-
courage you to teach your children about why, how and when we celebrate Christmas. |
am aware as my children attend public school, that they do not celebrate Christmas at

school . | dondédt even think Margretds class i s h
bombarded with ads and commercials, warning us to hurry-up, shop, and baked t her e 6 s
only a month before Christmas! Our family watc

past week-end. Arnold Schwarzeneger is the dad who is always breaking his promises to
his son, and not showing up. The movie is very funny, but sad too, as the meaning of

Christmas is obscured in the Fatherodés attempts
ting the perfect toy. Thank God we dondti have t
Godds perfect gift to us in Jesus Christ, savin

chorus of this hymn tooi It is my prayer for us for each day, and for everyone: O Come to
my heart LORD Jesus, there is room in my heart for you.

Rock Sol i d :Reacambes 2, € [16u6G15-7:15, for Pre Schoolersi 5th grade.
Loved By Jesusi Bible Story of the Crippled Man and a Miracle, Acts 14:8-20

AEvery Day | Can See evidence of Godés |l ove for
depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God that
is in Christ Jesus our LORD. 0O Romans 8: 39

* Ask your children if they can tell you the verses they are learning in live commercials by
Helen and Hannah each Wednesday! :) Thanks to my 6th grade helpers Hannah, Helen
and Will too!

Service Project Night for Families i Making Advent Wreaths, tie blankets for the Naomi
Family Shelter (for homeless women and children) and little ornaments to sell/give.

Qesus Lightofthe World 6  Chr i st mas PRelegrsala ane durmd Sunday
School the first two Sundays of December, and then December 19th, 10am-noon. Children
ages Preschool through high school have opportunities to narrate, dress up! And sing. :) If
you are interested, please contact Kari Jacott, jacott@bethlehemcov.org, or Cindy
Bergstrom acbergstrom@earthlink.net.




Bethlehem Covenant Church
Banana Bread

Outreach Day

Saturday, December 19th, 2009

Come and volunteer

to help show the true Christmas Spirit

Shift One:
9:00 a.m. to Noon ? Help bake the bread
Shift Two:
Noon to 4:30 p.m. 2 Help deliver to the neighborhood.

You may sign up for either Shift One or Shift Two
Please come to help and have fun

And to share the name of Jesus

Any questions or to sign up
Contact Dan Jacott at dwjacott@juno.com




Properties Report

In recent weeks the church has received ¢
TAx 111ES8 4EA T AT &
ship Hall, child care room, hallways,
sanctuary and choir room have been
painted, cleaned, repaired, or redeco-
rated.
The work was accomplished by a big crew IT WAS A TITHE
of helpers: Becky Anderson, Kyle Cross,
Carol Epp, Marilyn and Ted Erickson, It occurred to me that parishioners at Bethlehem
Bennie Frykman, Howard Hinseth, Dale might like to know what prompted the gift of a piano
Hokanson, Cheryl Hunstock, Rhonda o1 " AOEI AEAI 8 &TTTT xET C 9%l xT1
Isaacs, Kari Jacott, Jim Johnson, Pat and whelmed with gratitude for the graciousness of God in
Peter Koontz, George Larson, Nancy allowing me to stay well and strong while taking care
Lindquist, Clyde Lund, Theresa Lund, I £ %l xi T A OEOIi OCE EEO O0AOEET Ol
Bob Merriam, Pastor Ryan EB, Marge rial fund money went toward the elevator purchase;
Ramgren, David RydingChris and Talia he had been lifted and carried in his wheelchair by the
Simon, Lowery and Mary Ann Smith, Ann good men of Bethlehem into the sanctuary or base-
and Dave Swanson. ment in his last years.

ALERT When our hou§e was sold, the purchase of the piano

was an exact tithe of the sale. This was the means |
Tuesday mornings are the designated had to purchase the Yamaha piane which daughter
time when church repairs and mainte- Karen had long hoped for at Bethlehem. The old pi-
nance is accomplished. If and when ano had been worked on but not rebuilt and was
you have time, join this group 2 men never very good. This was a need which | could now
and women! fulfill, and a gift from both Elwood and me to Bethle-
hem.

It was also at the time pledges were being taken for the addition to Bethlehem, which included the Com-
munity Room. After talking to pledge drive chair, Lowery Smith, the gift of the piano was acceptable in
lieu of a pledge.

I am truly grateful for the meaningful service of dedication and presentation of the piano which is now in
EO8O0 OAT OE UAAOS -U AAAPAOO OEATEO O 2UAT &A1 O EEO
Anne Taylor, the masterful accompaniment of Bruce Taylor and to my teacher, Rick Stanton (of the
MacPhail School of Music) for his beautiful piano performance. | am glad that | got to play too.
Thanks be to God! Eunice L. Milbrath

"4EA AAAEAAOEITT OAOOEAA xAO EAT A ET "AOEI AEAI 8O 3AIl

We continue to accept 2010 pledge cards. The forms are on the counter in the church office.




DID YOU KNOW...

That we have a complete church calendar
online ? Ed Spohr recommended that we utilize
the free Google calendar which is now linked to
Bet hl ehemods
calendar program that had been our format for the
past ten years. The last time it was used, the print
needed to be illegibly tiny in order to fit both the
times and events with no location data included.
The Google calendar has the capacity to include
100% of the pertinent information for each event.
The Administration Commission thought that the
publication of the complete calendar (a 4 page
document) in each monthly STAR is not a good
use of our print resources. Upcoming events con-
tinue to be announced prior to worship and are
noted in the weekly bulletin as well. Call the
church office if you need information and do not
have internet access. Jan and Bennie are glad to
help.

That the Bethlehem Loaves and Fishes crew has
been tagged on the website walktoendhunger.org.
Look carefullyd familiar faces are in the photo.

website. We

That Ann Swanson searched the archives and
has verified that the first Lucia Fest ever held at
Bethlehem Covenant Church was in 1960. This
meansiihat Décgntber Wathdnarkstow 50th des-
ignated Lucia celebration day! At | ast
performance, it was noted that the choirs had
never been recorded singing the beautiful, tradi-
tional Lucia music. The adult choir is directed by
Paul Isaacs; Anne Malachway directs the Tomte
choir. Jim Clausen has agreed to record the
singers; Jo Anne Taylor and Melanie Lundheim
are working behind the scenes on the details of
the project and we are preparing to record the
music at the 8:15 performance on Dec. 12.

You may pre-order a copy in the church office.

The cost to prepare (and therefore to purchase)
has yet to be determined. It is a big jobd thanks
to everyone who is helping to make this happen.

THE SWEDISH CHRISTMAS EXPERIENCE CONTINUES
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH at 3:30 P.M. ~ BETHLEHEM COVENANT CHURCH

The Svenskarnasdag Girls Choir will be presenting their annual Christmas Concert and Lucia
Pageant. Come and listen to the current girls perform the songs you know and love.

The program features Swedish and American carols, hymns and folksongs of the Christmas
season. The concert closes with an authentic candlelight Lucia program. Tickets are $10 for
aaults, $5 for children 12 and under ($30 family maximum) and can be purchased at the door.

Join wuwus for a ominio SmPrg-sbord, Luci a Bu
the concert. Swedish imports and baked goods will be available for purchase before and after.
t he concert. Choir CD6s are also avail abl
and sounds, smells and tastes of the Swedlish heritage!

ns,



Lucia Fest
Saturday, Dec. 12
Come
Celebrate

With Us!

) 06 O
city will you celebrate Lucia this year? Have you
noticed the name on your ticket?

, OAEA OEI A AGCAET A

Your hostess will want to know where to seat you
so keep your ticket with you until you are seated at
Ul 00 OAOAOOGAA OAAI As
when it is time to go to Fellowship Hall. You may
go down either stairway near the back of the sanc-

tuary. Until called for your seating, you may wait in

the Boutique, the Narthex or the Sanctuary.

We need 200 dozen cookies!

That sounds like a lot but nearly 600 people walk
through our doors on Lucia, counting our guests,
program participants and all our workers. If there
are any extras, they will be sold in the Gift Room

Set-Up Volunteers Needed
Friday, December 11th

At 9 a.m. we will begin to decorate Fellowship Hall
and the Community Room in our Lucia tradition.
Come and experience the transformation with us!
Sign-up sheets are on the table in the atriunm® men
and women are needed.

Snip Candy

Make the sweets on Tuesday, Dec. 1stat 7 p.m.
Join Charlotte Sjoberg in the kitchen

/C)C‘)p.'n{b tee the 1 Jn;cle

The 2009 Lucia Committee

Boutique Carla Monson

Dining Room Deb Shold

Kitchen Mary Jones-Morris
Mary Ann Smith

Program Charlotte Sjoberg

Publicity Phyllis Lundin

Tickets Linda Merriam

y 1 HeklpAdeeded fof bacimBDaywei AA i ¢

A sign-up sheet on the table in the atrium awaits
your name and your choice of a designated job in
the gift room, the kitchen or the dining room. Men,
women, Junior and Senior High students all are
needed! Choose a time slot between 7 a.m. and 1

cially appreciated. We are all tired at
many hands make for quick work.

at point and

Lucia Singers
The second rehearsal is scheduled
For Tuesday, December 8 at 7 p.m.

Decorative Items

Scandinavian (or otherwise suitable) tablecloths,
runners, squares, wall hangings, candleholders and
center-piece items should be brought to Fellowship
Hall by 9 a.m. on Friday.

Gift Room Items

Artisans should bring their crafts, priced and labeled

with consignee number, to the Community Room by

y A8i 8 &OEAAUS &1 T A EOAI Oh
OOAAOGOOAGE 1T AU Al 61 AA AOiI G
left in the office prior to

that, labeled for Carla

Monson.

$1'1 060 &I C
In keeping with the spirit

of Lucia...please note on
your ticket the request for

a non-perishable item for the food shelf. These will
be collected at the door on Lucia morning.




BETHLEHEM CHILD CARE CENTER
www.bethlehemkids.org
6127212290

Bethlenem

Child Care

/ Center
ﬂ@ U Email? bethlehemchildcare@yahoo.com

Nurturing Families since 1982

Thankful for giggles, twinkles in eyes, smiles half hidden behind a mitten and rosy red

cheeks bursting out from under the warm hats. Thankful for children who love to run

OEOI BCE OEA PiI AUCOI 61 A DI AUET C OACHR EEAEE
&1 @oh 7EAO OEIi A EO EOebd 4EAT EEOI &l O PAOA
with children, setting up toys to small for their fingers, imagining stuffed animals have

come to life, reading stories over and over, and taking time to make healthy lunches day

after day. Thankful for families who take time off of work to stay home with their chil-

dren who are not feeling well or are running fevers and cannot come to school. Thankful

for Bethlehem Covenant Church for being committed to supporting our center and pray-

ing for our families. Thankful for our staff and their commitment to great lessons that

engage the children.

This year we will again join the church families in preparing Operation Christmas Child
boxes to donate. The families from BCCC have donated many items for us to pack and
the children are looking forward to beginning the process with their classmates. Besides
packing the boxes we are looking forward to decorating the rooms with Christmas and
winter crafts as well as using the opportunity to share more of the facts surrounding Je-
0006 AEOOEAAUS

The Beginner and PreK children are beginning preparations for their Christmas Pro-

gram, to be held in the sanctuary December 17 at 7:00 p.m. It is lovely to hear the voices
drifting down the hallway to the office carrying the familiar Christmas tunes. You are

xAT ATT A O ETET OO &£ O OEA POI COAI AT A OE,
wards.

May each of you have an abundance of peace and joy in your hearts!

Jill and the BCCC Staff

10
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LOAVES AND FISHES KITCHEN PROJECT

Loaves and Fishes and River of Life church are undergoing a campaign to raise money for a
kitchen renovation project. For those of you that have been to the church to volunteer re-
cently, you know that this is long overdue (and the Health Department thinks so too)!The cur-
rent kitchen is original, dating back to 1929.

River of Life Church is home to the only Loaves and Fishes serving site in North Minneapolis

and has been serving meals there since 1983. It is also home to the Broadway Culinary Arts

School (vocational training for teen mothers) and is a wedding and events center for the West
African community in the north metro area.

The pastor recently sent out a letter with some creative ways to financially partner with them

to raise money for this project. They have created an alternativagiving catalog for the coming
Christmas season and have encouraged us to prayerfully consider how we as a congregation
can help them with this project, ultimately in service to those living with hunger in North
Minneapolis.

(AOA AOA O1T i1 A AgAipi A0 1T £ OGEAOGA Al OAOT AGEOA
season, consider asking your loved ones to make a special donation in your honor for this min-
istry.

$10 (Retiling the floor)

Common ground : When serving from the kitchen, volunteers at Loaves and Fishes meet those

with life experiences that differ from theirown.- AUAA UT 06 0OA 11 O xAl EET C

exactly, but you are walking on the same floor tiles. This gift acknowledges the meaningful
work of many volunteers through donations to replace the old and broken tiles underfoot.

$35 (New shelving)

On the shelf: Prevent hunger and fight despair in people who have lost jobs or have trouble mak-
ing ends meet between paycheck3his gift contributes to shelving for pots and pans, showing

CE

peoples x ET OA AT T AAOT O AOA 1T EOAT »dndBt@héy matter. OEA OEAIT A

A copy of the letter from the pastor of River of Life is posted near the mailboxes for you to re-
view.

If you choose to make a donation, you can write a check To Bethlehem Covenant and put

O, 1 AOAO AT A &EOEAO +EOAEAT 6 ET OEA TAIT 1ETAS

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Jenny Hokanson, Loaves and Fishes Coordinator



AN ADVENT OBSERVANCE

L o o _ . The 20092010 Advent Devotional has been
#1 1T A TTA AT A Al lsudBessfully completed but it could not
have happened without the help of many
dedicated and industrious participants. |
want to express a huge thank you to every-
one who participated, be it in writing one
of the daily entries, contributing artwork,
running off the 175 copies, collating and
finally stapling the booklet together. Each
year | am grateful for the willingness of
many adults and children who make this
collaborative effort so successful and such
a meaningful part of our personal worship
throughout the season of Advent.

7 E A O 8 Christmas Caroling to shut-ins
Again this year | especially want to thank

Maddie Howland for her beautiful drawing
(Return to the church for a light meal.) used on the cover design. | also want to
thank Bennie and Jan in the church office
for ordering the supplies and helping to
PLEASE R.S.V.P. by Wednesday, December 16 if you run off the copies. And lastly, | want to

7 E A O A &ather at Bethlehem

7 EAT 8 Sunday, December 20 at 4 p.m.

plan to come. We will need a count to determine the thank the assembly crew for giving their
groupings and the amount of food to prepare. Call time to collate and staple. This group in-
the church office or turn in the tear  -off portion of cludes: Cindy Bergstrom, Bev and Howard

Hinseth, Mary JonesMorris, Marge Ram-
gren, Juli Swanson and Jo Anne Taylor.

the bulletin insert.

) DOAU OEAO OE
LUCIA BAKE SALE edition will be a bless-

ing to all who read it

and savor the richness

I £/ AAAE xOEOAO
sights from the daily

texts which inter-

twine to point us

Hungry for some delicious Christmas
treats? Homemade treats are in high de-
mand: breads, cookies, candy, lefse, krum-
kaka, rosettes and other items to please the
palate are needed in quantity.

If you are able to contribute, please bring from darkness to
your baked goods to church, labeled and Light and the promise
ready for sale, by Friday morning, December 11th. of Hope fulfilled.

We have a cadre of serious cooks here at Bethlehem and they are all greatly Deb Shold on behalf
appreciated? especially during the Christmas season. This is your official in- of the Celebration
vitation to show off We are all sincerely grateful for your talents. Commission
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