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Be New This Year!

What 6s it going t o b goingtdbe dffergntep@pledn 201Awe eeedy o u g
to lose those ten pounds that showed up this De- the involvement of God and the encouragement

cember like an unwanted Christmas guest? Is  of loved ones.

this the year you say goodbye to your nicotine-
fix, your caffeine buzz, or your chocoholism?
Perhaps you want to do something a little more

positive this year than just give up on an old ideas from the Word and witness of the Chris-
habit. Is 2010 the year you read your Bible tian Church. Consider the message of the

cover to cover, or exercise faithfully, or get off Apostle Paul in his Second Letter to the Thessa-
the couch and actually play on the floor with the j:- ¢ (1:11-12)

kids? Is this the year when you learn to for-

The recovery movement took some of their best

gi ve? 0Tis the season for New Year 6s Resol
tions. What will you commit yourself to this ~ ,
time? ATo this end we al ways

that our God will make you worthy of his call
and will fulfill by his power every good resolve

~ ) and work of faith, so that the name of our Lord
l'tos tempting to ski Esus%gy%etgfbrﬁiédmyoﬁ lén'ayoun?hflm New

Year 6s resolutions. acd%rfdlﬁg?orcheg?aéel)fourd%@aﬁdtthelboﬁlp pen

your resolution from 2009? Do you even re- Jesus Christ. o
member what you resolved last year? Years of
unmet goals and unfulfilled promises to the self
result in resolution fatigue. Have you already

decided that this yebh#dhk ?%E P8t i bRl sraqag!

resolutions! d | f t h BOp dleprays Ohtv?@q&@wggesmmtoe de

ing than failed resoP@tf@dht! ' PAYeLd
how change really happens

on a brand new life. Even if you blew it last
year, you can be different in 2010.

Figure out what needs to be different in your

The greatest reason l/v'efﬁo'nﬁ Zgﬁgc%eBOW?EhJW
Yeards resolutions i ©adaye dellgigendsqyguhavesomgoge i
We try to change by sheer will-power. Occa- to keep you accountable. Pray regularly to

sionally that works, but most of the time we to give you the strfength to keep your resolution.

cannot shake ourselves free from the old famil- When you are aching for that coffee and dough-

iar rut. We can learn something from the recov- nut you will have the support ngtwork you need

ery communityd that change depends on a to stay on task. Resolve to be different in 2010,

higher power and community support. If we are by the power of God and with the encourage-
ment of friends.

from Pastor Eikenbary-Barber

—
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The Bethlehem Church Family

On December 13th Caleb Joseph Becker was
wel comed into God S

rament of Baptism. Caleb is the son of Dana
and Julia Becker. Please remember to pray for

this young family.

We are pleased to announce the birth of Flor-

ence Rut h (onDdtamber 14}h to
proud parents Matt and Rachel Ridenour
( Signe is the excited big sis ). We thank God

for this wonderful blessing!

Lawrence Beckman (1916- 2009). Law-
rence joined Bethlehem in 1942 and was a
member until [I984. Mr. Beckman served in the
U.S. military and was a wartime veteran. Our
heartfelt condolences are offered to his wife,
Eunice and other members and friends of his

family.

Amy Eikenbary-Barber was accepted into
membership at Bethlehem on December 13th.
She transferred her membership from Anchor
Covenant Church in Wisconsin where Ryan
had previously served as Sr. Pastor. Sheisa
native of Oakland, Calif. Amy and Pastor Ryan
have three children, Anja (5 ), Lucas (5)
and Peter (2 ). Inher sparetime (!) she
teaches High School Spanish at Minnehaha

Academy. We are pleased to welcome Amy

officially back to Bethlehem.

Clar (Clarence) Strandberg, (1929-2009 )

f a mbricks wer hel th A Richhnd @€ -

Clar was a member of Bethlehem at various
times since Dec. of 1934. Mr. Strandberg
was also a member of our armed forces and
a wartime veteran. May God comfort his
wife, Dorothy, and their family and friends

who grieve this loss so deeply.

Joanne Hall joined the Bethlehem Church
Family on December 13th by transfer of her
membership from Minnehaha Communion
Lut heran Church. Joanne he
Bible through twice a year since 1995 and

has memorized | arge portior
lives just across the street from Bethlehem,

sharing her home with son, Bill, who is also a

regular presence here at church. Bill is one

of six children born to Joanne and Stan

(who passed away last year; services were

held here at Bethlehem.)

We wish to express our heartfelt condolences

to Marilyn, Tim, Erin and Evan Leister at the

( December ) death of Maril)
Bemidji. Martha Lund was 97 years old and

leaves 9 children, 18 grandchildren and 13

great grandchildren. Peace be to her mem-

ory. ( The Leister S ar e

of the Bethlehem congregation. )



BETHLEHEM WINTER SEMINAR

Friday, January 15, at 7 p.m.
Saturday January 16th at 9 a.m.
(Community Room)

Max J. Lee
Assistant Professor of New Testament
North Park University, Chicago

Max Lee has been a member of the North Park
Theological Seminary faculty since 2006. Prior to
arriving at North Park, he taught at Wheaton Col-
lege for three years and at Westmont College for
one yeatr.

He received his bachelor of arts in English litera-

ture from the University of California, Berkeley, his

master of divinity from Golden Gate Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, and his doctorate from Fuller
Theological Seminary. His first monograph Moral
Transformation in Greco-Roman Philosophy of
Mind: Mapping the Moral Milieu of the Apostle

Paul and his Diaspora Jewish Contemporaries will

be published in the WUNT series by Mohr-
Siebeck in 2011. He has also written a short com-
mentary on the Book of Revelation for the revised
one volume Baker Commentary on the Bible.

Dr. Lee has served as a pastor, preacher, college
staff, and youth leader mostly within an Asian
American congregational context. He has also
served as a short term missionary in Japan.

When he is not teaching or writing, he makes a
heroic effort to run the treadmill at the university
gym, read widely and leisurely at the local Star-
bucks, and bike along Lake Michigan when the
Chicago weather allows for it. Currently, he, his
wife Su, and his two sons Zachary and Jonathan
live amidst loyal Chicago Cubs fans on the north
side of the city, maintaining their fidelity to teams
in California and their longing to visit Yosemite
National Park as often as humanly possible.

(Adapted from the North Park Theological Seminary
Homepage)

Thoughts from
Mary Jones Morris

Congregational President
Do you feel like

you just ran a marathon?

Maybe like you need a nap? Cook-
ing, baking, cleaning, buying, wrap-
ping, correspondence, decorating,
hosting, visiting, travelling, pageants,
caroling, staying up late, ringing in
another new year. Thanksgiving is
barely over before the December
rush takes off. We can be over-
whelmed by all the busyness.

Il t6és i mportant for
quietd some place to be still and lis-
ten for the voice of Godd to immerse
ourselves in the wonder of what all

this is really about. | liked the chil-

drendés sermon a whi

heard that the right answer is always
AJesuso. None of
sary. We get so caught up in stuff
that seems important, but really, all
that matters is Jesus. A little baby
born in poverty, yet announced by the
hosts of heaven.

As we go into another new year, |
hope we will be mindful that Jesus is
always the right answer. May you
find the quiet you need to listen for
the voice of God.

Wishing you peace and joy in the
new year.
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January Birthdays

2
3
7
8

10

12

13
14
15
16
17

18

19
20
21
22
24

25

27
28

29

31

Kristi Tamte Anderson

Rachel Isaacs
Linda Spohr

Elena Kauls

Peter Jensen

Tyler Nygren

Jan Norman

David Otterness
Mary Ann Smith
Will Clausen

Bev Adamson
James Carlson
Ruby Lodien
Samuel Hokinson
Christina Anderson
Elissa Cedarleaf-Dahl
Daniel Jacott
Virginia Larson
Mandy Maritinson
Thomas Williams
Randi-Lynn Leonard
Carrie Kwok
Christian Stokes
Tom Hansen
Tracina Paige
Soren Lundheim
Kristi Hokanson
Haley Hutchinson
David Redlin
Arianna Grace Krongard
Mattie Widen
Linnea Forsell

Phil Swanson

Ron Swanson
Tyler Nelson
Linda Merriam
Tessa Jade Lundheim
Eric Johnson

Jenny Hokanson
Chris Jensen

Ed Pajunen

Sonja Swanson

Schedule of January Volunteers

Scripture Readers
January 3 Barb Johnson

January 10 Bill Hunstock
January 17 Mary Jones-Morris
January 24 Dan Jacott

January 31 Phil Swanson

Ushers

Front Door Greeter Bill Hunstock

South Door Greeter Dick Sundberg

Lead Usher Bob Sjoberg

Ushers Jim Johnson
Ann Swanson
Grace Bergstrom

After Church Refreshments

January 3 Becky and Ralph Anderson
January 10

January 17 Kaarina Kotkavuori
January 24 Sara and Blake Christiansen

January 31 Pat Koontz

Child Care

Please note the blank spaces and volunteer if
you are able. Contact Kari Jacott.

Jan. 3 NO Sun. School

Worship Anne Malachway & Madison
Jan. 10 Sun. School
Worship
Jan. 17 Sun. School
Worship Jenny & Jon Hokanson
Jan. 24 Sun. School  Ed and Linda Spohr
Worship Jim and Lynette Clausen
Jan. 31 Sun. School = Mary Ann Smith
Worship

We are in need to people to staff Junior Church At
the time we are preparing the STAR we have no one
assigned.
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We are thankful ~

To Bethlehem Women,

Thank you all so much for all of
the great gifts and also for attend-
ing my bridal shower. I had so
much fun and everything we got
was great. It is such a blessing to
know that I am still welcome at
Bethlehem and to know that you
all care about me. Thank you so
much for everything!

Meghan and Amere Watkins
To the Bethlehem Singers,

Many, many thanks for visiting
me with your wonderful songs. I
was very happy to have the carol-
ers visit me and I wish them all a
happy holiday season. Thank you
also for the lovely Poinsettia plant.

and to the congregation,

In addition,
appreciation for all of the sympa-

I 6d i

Received from Florida Dec. 2nd

We want to thank Pastor Ryan and
everyone at Bethlehem for all the
love and prayers said for us the
last weeks.

On November 2nd we got a scare
that we now know was a blessing
because the doctors found a tumor
in Rayos left |
thought was to call Benny and our
church. That was the best deci-
sion I made. We will never be
able to tell you how much we ap-
preciated all the love and prayers
said for us. We could feel your
support.

Roy is now home recuperating and
doing good. He is up walking 4
times a day for 5 minutes at a
time. Next week he will walk for

a longer time.

ke to expr
Steve has been able to be with us

thy cards and notes I received after which has really helped. He

my daughter,
Blessings on all of you.
Esther Franklin

To Pastor Ryan

S hlgayesyfor hprge onjThugsdayy |

We thank each one of you again
for all your love, prayers, calls and
cards.

Our love to you with our thanks,

and the Bethlehem Congregation.

First and foremost, Rachel and 1
want to thank you and your wife
for your attentiveness, prayer and
offers for provision during our
pregnancy. Furthermore, the con-
gregation has been wonderful &
great about asking questions and
offering support throughout the
more fAvisibleo
nancy. Despite the fact that we
are relatively new to the church,
we have felt welcomed and in-
cluded. We are thankful.

Matt Ridenour
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Roy and Irene
To the Bethlehem church family,

Thank you very much for the gift
of your caroling and also for the
poinsettia. I appreciated the music
and am enjoying the bright Christ-
mas red of the plant.

Rlessingttoi yau all inahf corhidy e
new year.

Bernice Vlahakos

Dear friends at Bethlehem,

Many, many thanks for the notes
and cards in response to my recent
health problems and transition to

l ong term care f
We are adjusting as best we can to
the changes that such a crisis in-
volves. We are aware of the sup-
port, concern and prayers of so
n?ar\llyf 5t ryou, IthéJ visifh of Pasto'}/I y
Ryan, the Christmas carolers and
others from Bethlehem. We cher-
ish our continuing friendship with
all of you.

or

first

May God continue to bless Bethle-

hembs present witnes:

With love and gratitude,
John and Vanjie Bratt
To the church congregation,

d'lmrk youwmery much for our
Christmas bonuses. Your gener-
osity is very much appreciated.

In addition, we owe a debt of
gratitude to Lowery Smith for the
purchase of our new desk chair. It
has made a big improvement in
our workday comfort and we are
grateful.

Jan Norman / Lorraine Frykman

P.S. (from Jan) I have very much
appreciated everyone
with my efforts to improve the
computer image of Bethlehem. Ed
and Linda Spohr have donated a
great deal of time helping us pre-
sent our church in a technologi-
caHyrupe-tg-date manner. We are
still struggling to upload the
weekly bulletin to our website but
it has been quite encouraging to
see even our small successes.
Please continue to be patient!



Have you wondered how many people it takes to put
Bet hl ehemdés annual LUCI A toget
Here are some figures:
There are 66 involved with the program
There are 83 workers in the Boutique, the Dining Room and the Kitchen
(No one is counted twice, though they may have worked both Friday and Saturday.)

With everyone doing their part, it becomes a beautiful morning for our 460 guests ad assigned ta-

bles bearing the names of Swedish cities and provinces. With maximum seating, over 600 come

through our doors that morning (and then there are always a few shoppers who come just to visit

our el egant Boutique). Our prayer i s that the
youngest to the older ones in our Bethlehem family.

Thesingers/instrumentalists The 2009 coordinators were Lucia has been recorded

were the best ever and the tomtar Carla Monson, Boutique; Melanie Lundheim was the
and dancers added their special ~ Charlotte Sjoberg, Program; source of the idea to record
kind of JOY to our program. A Linda Merriam, Tickets and this yearo6s Lucia p
sincere thanks to Rich Enderton, Table Assignments; Deb Shold,

, o Harvey Lundin and Jim
our emcee, Paul Isaacs, our direc- Dining Room; Mary Jones

Clausen ran the sound equip-

tor, and to Julie Peterson, our Morris and Mary Ann Smith, .
. . ) . , ment and Jo Anne Taylor is

pianist, for making the program  Kitchen; and Phyllis Lundin, he edi fh

flow so smoothly. Publicity and Task Assignments. the editor of the content.

I f you havendt alreac
and would like to order a CD of

the performance which marked

the fiftieth annual Lucia Fest day

Lucia is the only fundraiser of at Bethlehem, you can place an

Bethlehem Women Ministries. order by filling out the form

Our budget includes ministry pro- which is in the church office or

Because of their gracious and
diligent participation, we did it all
without even one meeting!

jectsd international, national and send an email message to
local. Some monies are used for
projects in our own kitchen.

Next yearos LuUGHgstig§iqQpprdisge o
December 11, 2010.

taylor@bethlehemcov.org

Delivery will be mid-January.

See you there!!!

ATTENTION JR. AND SR. HIGH STUDENTS AND PARENTS

There will be a meeting on Sunday, January 10th at noon for information and planning of the
2010 mission trip. Please gather upstairs in the Youth Room following worship . Contact
Lynette Clausen if you have questions or cannot attend.




A Word on Music and Worship

On September 20, 2009 we celebrated the installation of our new Senior Pastor, Ryan Eikenbary-

Barber. That date also marked the beginning of an internship in worship and music at Bethlehem.

Perhaps you were unaware that the role of your Adult Choir Director had changed in the past few

mont hs! The happy coincidence of my seminary
has proven to be a grace, and I would like to share a few details of this journey with you.

The Master of Divinity program through Bethel Seminary requires that I complete a series of in-
ternship assignments to prepare me for ministry. The Celebration Commission met early in the
Fall to determine how best to fit the first of these assignments into my regular duties as Choir Di-
rector. The Church Council approved an internship in Music and Worship at its September meet-
ing, and I set to work.

In addition to planning and preparing choral anthems for Sunday worship, the internship has given

me the opportunity to serve Bethlehem in an expanded role as worship planner and worship leader.

Meeting regularly with the church staff and with the worship planning committee has enabled me

to Ilearn and grow from others, and given me t}F
growth through worship. Pastor Ryan has served as an able mentor throughout this process, and

he continues to encourage me toward a deeper commitment to ministry.

If my seminary journey has taught me anything at all, it is this: we serve Christ best when we are

in community. Our Pietist heritage places a s
while recognizing the role of pastoral leadership within each congregation. As I ponder where

God may be leading me in ministry, I must also ask,

How is God calling youto serve?
What gifts and talents can you share with the Bethlehem community of faith?
How can you contribute to the worship life of this church,
and to your own spiritual growth as a mem

I would welcome the opportunity to explore the possibilities with you, as we serve Christ together
in this place.

Jo Anne Taylor,
Adult Choir Director



The Praying Parents group is continuing to meet every month to pray for the children of our church. We are a small group, but
with the power of prayer with us! We would love to have you join us for prayer. You don't need to be a parent just a con-

Prayer Group - Praying for Our Children

cerned adult that feels led to pray for our children. Here is what we are doing:

Each month we focus on different topics. These topics, along with specific prayer requests, help us to focus our prayers on impor-
tant aspects of our children's lives. Our topics for this year are:

January 2010

February 2010

March 2010

April 2010

May 2010

June 2010

July 2010

August 2010

September 2010

We meet at church one Saturday per month at 9:00 AM. After a short time to visit we share any known prayer requests from the

Attracting Godly Friends and Role Models

Prayer for staff of BCCC, Sunday School teachers and school teachers
Honoring Parents and Resisting Rebellion

Maintaining Good Family Relationships

Being the Person God Created

Identifying God-Given Talents

Living Free of Unforgiveness

Walking in Repentance

Inviting the Joy of the Lord

Developing a Hunger for the Things of God
Maintaining our childrends attendance at

Staying Attracted to Holiness and Purity (speech, respecting body, alcohol/drugs, sexuality)

Securing Protection from Harm
Enjoying a Life of Health and Healing; Seeking Wisdom and Discernment
Prayer for Self Care;
Instilling the Desire to Learn
Having the Motivation for Proper Body Care
Prayer for children as school starts again

Prayer for upcoming yeard topics to pray for our kids, special needs

church, pre-school or neighborhood. I then briefly read about or discuss the topics for the month. Then we pray.

- continued -

BCC



Prayer Group - Praying for Our Children

-continued -

We want the kids to know that we are praying for them. Last year we made bookmarks or magnets each month with a
key verse fr om e acWhileovt dor't knew wimovarteshwillbe thie @opt impostant ones in our
kids lives, we trust that God knows. When I was young Psalm 139 was of great importance to me as [ went through
the tricky stage of trying to discover who I am. Verse 14, especially, was recited many times in my head: "I praise
you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.

We prayed that verse and others over our children in October. Our hope is that as we pray for and share a few key
verses with our kids, they will be uplifted and encouraged, feel God's presence and grow in their faith.

Please consider joining us for prayer on Saturday morning! We meet every third Saturday of the month (with the ex-
ception of January -- due to the winter seminar, we will meet on the fourth Saturday in January) at 9:00 AM in the
Narthex on the couches.

Linda Spohr

Facilitator
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The Bethlehem Covenant Church Calendar Denominational Events
A complete Calendar is online at JanuaBth RECHARGE
www.bethlehemcov.org One day conference for those serving children, youth and

(/i sted under o0Chu ;arcm»esl C/:O}OQI%J ?hurch, Edina.

*Wonderful Wednesdays resume Jan. 6th January 16thLEADERSHIP FORUM

*Commissions and Church Council meet Thurs., Jan. 14&R€aker, Brenda Salter McNeil. First Covenant Church in St.
*Februatyngfellow Messetigles are due Tues., Jan. 19 January-2B EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
*Bethlehem STAR articles for February are due Sun., JAidinter Conference in Denver, Colorado

*If you have calendar questions and are not onling, please €@laththe church office for more information*
church office (612y831

WE GAINED SOME WEIGHT HERE AT BETHLEHEM:

...EXACTLY 300 POUNDS! Tiisfigute faretgh food Bethlehem donated to the local food shelf during the Christmas
seasoné please continue toAdresmgmi@aer dowrofoado &Ehledxt Cor

CHRISTMAS IN CHINA

As you can well imagine, Christ-  had the pageant of the Nativityput t e r . Maybe itds the
mas in Pingliang was very differ- on by the students in the second feeling well again, or perhaps, be-

ent than anything | had experi- year class. I was the Grandpa tell- cause many students have been

enced before. In the town (really a ing the story to my grandchildren as ki ng me i f | woul di
city of almost 300,000) there was  and would introduce a scene,then f el t | ed t o say, MnAYe:
no musi c, no | ithebkttdents wouldiaaw isoetl Pactkads

and obviously, no stable with Jo-  They were shepherds, angels, wise
seph, Mary and Jesus. One night I men, Mary and Joseph and the

did see a tree with flashing lights ~ Baby. They had even built a large
through the window of a shop. I  stable. It was wonderful. For
think it was a massage parlor so I  some of the students, it was the i ]
didndt go i n t ofirsctimeteykhadinetrd tie stdry. 2 PTeEKfnd gince school is out for
way, Christmas snuck up on me.  They played their parts with gusto. the.Chmese New Year holiday,
However, the staff has been cele-  One Muslim boy was a wise man which ends up b-emg well over a
brating Advent with candles, and a Muslim girl was an angel. month long, I will come home and

songs and sermons each Sundayat Nor mal | vy, we ¢ ot?}«f c%reno%n[ecessar%bus{n%si s but
and attend my grands

This means that I will come home
on January 26th and stay until the
first week in March and then come
back until the end of April. I need

our fellowship times so Christmas since Christmas is such a big part
di dndt ent i r el yofAnlerivath culne, and thegkidse &Cé) Yt Rogor Court.
wanted to know what it was all
about, it made sense to tell the
Astoryo.

Thanks again for praying with me
and for your many words of en-
couragement.

The really big celebration was on
Thursday evening when the whole
school and visitors met at the Ac-
tivity Center for a Christmas party I want to thank you for praying Continuing in His grace,

with Christmas cookies, gifts, with me in my decision to come

candy and games. At 8 p.m. we  back to school for the third quar- ~ Love, Paul Swansofaka Rabbi)

10
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Kari 0s

Korner A NEW START TO ANEW YEAR

Brainstorm goals for yourself this year!

Think of goals you would like to achieve personally, and as
a family.

Is there anything new you would like to learn this year?

Are there any bad habits you would like to kick?

(That is a funny word picture tood actually kicking the habit like a football kicker booting a football for a
field goal!)

Place those habits under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. He is strong enough to help us, and the
power that comes from the Holy Spirit will give us the power, patience, self-control and endurance
to put into practice new habits.

WHATG6S ON MY MI ND?: Bull ying

In November, an adult in the church asked me to write an article about bullying. I agreed to think

about 1it. The next day as | was |l ooking throuc
bullying. I thought that was a timely answer from God to go ahead and tackle the subject of bully-

ing.

Have you ever been bullied? I have. Sometimes I still encounter bullyingd yes, even in adults.
And yes, even in the church. Usually we think of bullies as big, mean threatening people who steal
someonebd6s lunch money, or wait behind the schc

According to the pamphlet sent home from the Anoka Hennepin school district, Bullying looks
more sophisticated than our stereotypes. Bullying is: gossip, spreading rumors, targeting those out-
side our circle of friends, deliberate isolation of someone else, harassment, or intimidation. Kids
and adults even use the internet and text messaging to bully. Bullying is also an imbalance of
powerd someone who is older, bigger, or higher on the social ladder. Bullies often demand their
way because they have the ability to influence with fear and intimidation.

I remember being bullied by another girl, throughout much of elementary and junior high school.
For some reason, I was a target for this girl. I also remember another target who was my good

friend and our pastorodés daughter. She was teas
wasnodét part of the Aino crowd. One painful m e
gym class. Our teacher left the gym for a moment, and this girld the bullyd started hitting my

friend, (the pastorodéds daughter) wi tldidmoth4 ump r

ing. I often share this story with children and teens, because I learned something from this incident
that I carry with me. When we do nothing, we are part of the problem. Avoiding a bully, or just
remaining neutral will not solve the problem.

11



12

KARI 6 S K O RaoxtliRd from Page 9

Bullying is not biblical! Jesus tells us in Luke 6:27-36 to love our enemies and to pray for those
who persecute us. He tells us to do good to those who hate us and bless those who call down
curses on us. Verse 36 tells us to have mercy, just as our Father has mercy.

How then, are we to respond to bullying? This is one thing that Jesus did very, very welld He
confronted in love; Jesus spoke the truth in love. God will give us wisdom through the Holy
Spirit to know what to say when we confront bullying. He will help us to be kind, merciful, and
loving. Jesus knew bullies in His day. They were the people who were powerful. Inside the
church, they were the Pharisees. Outside the church, they were the people who controlled the
Roman government. Jesus spoke truth to them, lovingly, yet firmly.

So, how can we help our kids, or maybe ourselves, when we experience bullying?

I tell my kids to think of reasons why that person may be acting the way they are. Sometimes
when we try to understand someone else, we can see that they are hurting, and often hurt
others in return.

Pray for the bully! God is mighty to save and to change hearts. When I pray for someone who
1s hurting me, God always shows me His love for that person.

Find ways to empower your kids and yourself to speak the truth in loved to stand up for
what 6s right, and to get some help. Al so,
kids rally around someone, the bullying usually stops. Peer pressure doeswork in this
case. [ have often wondered what would have happened in that gym class if I, and other
kids had spoken up, how the situation would have gone.

Don6t be afraid. There are many instances t}
stand up to bullies and always, they stood with the LORD at their side. Daniel was bullied
because he prayed. Dani el 6s three friends

idol. Esther was bullied and the disciples were bullied. The list is long. God tells us in his
word over 300 times, do not fear

Rock Solid Kids Club

Theme: Guided by Jesu£hildren will learn that they can depend on Jesus to guide them, and
that He will help them know the best ways to live.

Bible Memory Verse: Philippians 2:13
Anlt is God who works in you to wild.l and to
Family Service Project Ideas: Doing Good Together (Organization)

Telephone contact information. 612-822-6502, or www.doinggoodtogether.org

Family Fun Night-
Friday, January 8"-
Pizza night,
Sl edding at Mapht hewbés Park. 6
Bring your sleds, and warm clothes!

12
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Bethlehem Child Care Center Contact Information
Telephone 612-721-2290

Website www.bethlehemkids.org

Email bethlehemchildcare@yahoo.com Nurturing Families since 1982

Each year the preschool children learn about Las Posadas, a Mexican tradition of observing the nativity in

a unigue way by going door to door through the neighborhood looking for a place to stay. In mid -

December it has been our annual tradition to attend Aug
reenact the Las Posadas ritual. This year we were disappointed that the weather did not cooperate as

we decided against making the trek in the -12 wind chill.

On December 17" BCCC hosted its third annual Preschool Christmas program. The sanctuary and balcony

were full as parents, grandparents and friends came to watch their child sing. Kari Jacott read portions

of scripture that shared the Christmas story in between which the children sang traditional Christmas

songs that matched the Biblical story. It appears that everyone enjoyed their time, whether they were

the children in the performance or they observed from the pews. Pastor Ryan concluded the service by
extending an invitation to the families to join BCC for
day Jesusdé cake in Fellowship Hall. I't was an exciting

January means it is already time for BCCC to prepare for fall 2010 tours. We will be busy compiling

packets of paperwork over Christmas break for the fall enrollment. Currently enrolled and BCC church

families will have the first chance to sign up for the Beginners and Pre -k programs; they can begin regis-

tering on February 1. Families will want to turn in applications between February 1 %' and the 12". As of

February 15th we will open registration for all other families which | predict will be a busy day in the

BCCC office. Last year we had 21 parents waiting at the door to leave their applications. We have tours
scheduled for most Tuesdayods and Wednesdayds throughout
you would like enrollment paperwork or to sign up for a tour.

The recent snowfall increases the excitement of playing on the playground since the sleds are now avail-

able for use. These children certainly get their exercise going up the stairs and down the hill over and

over and over. Another favorite for the children is looking at the animal tracks left behind. The children

have made a few different bird seeders for the birds.
themselves to the treats.

Thank you, Bethlehem Church, for reinforcing the work we are able to do each day with these children
by sharing your space and your support.

The BCCC Staff

NEW EQUIPMENT 8 EVERYONE BENEFITS!

The Child Care Center has gifted the church with a lovely new stove. This is in addition to the
new glass block window in the downstairs bobysd bat
stairs floor as well as the carpet and tile in Fellowship Hall. Thank you to Jill and the Center for
their generosity!
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Bethlehem Covenant Church Non-Profit
3141 43rd Avenue South Organization
. . U.S. Post:
Minneapolis, MN 55406 ostage
PAID
Permit #386
Rev. Ryan Eikenbary-Barber, Pastor
Minneapolis, MN

Rev. Kari Jacott, Director of Childremdos Mimistry

Dated Material

Return Service Requested

Contact the church at:
Telephone: 612-721-5768

Web Address:
www.bethlehemcov.org

Email: office@bethlehemcov.org

SUNDAY 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:45 a.m. Worship
MONDAY 7:00 p.m. Community activities evening
TUESDAY 8: 00 a. m. Breakf :
9:00 a.m. Properties Work Day at church
6:30 p.m. Gathering for Prayer Church Community
WEDNESDAY 9: 30 a. m. Womenods Bible
12:30 p.m. Staff Meeting
3:45 p.m. Hosanna Choir (4 years old to 1st Grade

4:45 p.m. Alleluia Choir (2nd Grade and up) -
5:45 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday Meal.
6: 15 p. m. Rock Solid Kiddéds C
6:30 p.m. Confirmation, Adult Choir.
Senior Highd Check weekly bulletin or online calendar
THURSDAY 9:45 a.m. Bible Encounter for Retirees
FRI DAY 6: 30 a. m. Mends B
9:00 a.m. Walk and coffee at Mall of America
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